Interaction/ Solidarity/ Transformation

Social Movement Forum

30 August~ 2 September, Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul, Korea

Betrayal of Democratization for 20 years 

Two decades have passed since the 1987's 'June Democratic Struggle' that actually marks, as we see it now, Korea's turning to neoliberal policies, and a decade from economic crisis in 1997 - so-called IMF era - that has represented the ebb and flow of historical revolutionary social movements. 

There has been a string of backlashes against people's yearning for democracy since the former President Noh choked the 1987's May struggle through a cunning gesture of accommodation, so-called '6.29 Concession', then the level of our political change was swept into the negotiation for the constitutional amendment among the political powers of the existing establishment. 

Following the Kim Young-sam government actually based on former military dictatorship with nepotism, the Kim Dae-jung government took power, only to preach the Neo-Liberalism and financial globalization to Korea. They all smashed up people's desire for emancipation and democracy. Finally, President Noh Moo-hyun, who has liked to portrait himself as a legitimate successor of the 1987's democratization, shattered it, through concluding the Korea-US FTA, supporting the invasion of Iraq, participating the 'strategic flexibility of the US forces, a lot of state violence against people's rallies, and depriving from people the civil rights including the freedom of assembly and association. 

To clean up the delusive history camouflaged as a progress and reformation, we are on the verge where we have to find our way to democracy and emancipation of labor so as to transform the neoliberal order. We have to rekindle the people's yearning for another world. 

A Turnaround to Neoliberalist Society and "lost 10 years" of Social Movements 

Rooted in the bloody sacrifice of "May in Kwang-Ju", the 1980's social movements' main concerns were to make radical ideas and people's practice against dictatorship meet each other. The 1987's June struggle appeared a result of those efforts, and people's democracy was sprouting there attempting to run the liberal democracy over. That was a kind of cradle where radical movements characterized by autonomy, solidarity and social transformation were brought up. A string of massive strikes in July to September came to an end building an democratic general union, and then farmers, students started to build their own organization. 

The collapse of the real-socialist system cast a shadow over social movements yet full-blown, however, and the movements, once united, started seeking their own political lines apiece and were on the way of political decay. Social movements were plunging from its summit into the outside of the political stage when state violence swooped in the dissolution and chasm. We were defeated in the struggle against then ruling Minja party. The transition to so-called 'the Civilian Government' has imparted a momentum to differentiate their ideological and political lines with another which were integrate in the cause of 'No to Dictatorship, Yes to Democracy‘. There have been lots of groups who have thought 'the Civilian Government' a completion of democracy and chose to become members of the establishment. Civil movement group emphasizing other than the role of legitimate and institutional alternatives seceded from revolutionary movements and made their own division. The existing mass organization of farmers, workers, the poor and students had been losing their radicalism in the midst of retreating front and isolation even though their size had been swelling. 

As 'Korea Trade Union Congress ' and 'National Council of Union Representatives', the predecessor of 'Korean Confederation of Trade Union‘, had been constructed, the body of labor movement had been enlarged. But labor movement did seem to lose its transformation orientation and to be stuck in business unionism. In a peasant movement 'Korean Peasants’ League' was established in 1990 and soon organized the massive struggle against Uruguay Round and so forth. But the farming population itself had fundamentally decreased - so the basement of the movement - because of the agriculture-unfriendly neoliberal policy. Student movements, once taking a great part in making of political front the 1980s, also retreated. In the shadow of IMF labor movement experienced serious reduction showed compromising attitude towards the government and the capitalist domination. Generally speaking social movements had tendencies to be comprised within the system. 

There had seemed to be no prospect in social movements and the existence of assuring strategy. In that context social movements have failed to implement strategy for political front line and construct subjects of movements. Movements actually have been playing it by ear since the 1990s. 

For the progress of social movements through interaction and solidarity 

Kor-US FTA is about to be concluded, that is, it would shake up people's basement fundamentally. Extension of the US military base in Pyung-tak is still going on. But our struggle is far below what it has to be. We have lost in a series of battles from massive lay-offs in 1998 to backward amendments of labor laws while the gap between regular and contingent workers is sharpening. Even there is an argument that social movements should make up for the presidential election with the civil activity group, which reflects the trembling frontier against neoliberalism. The myth of the 1980s was dead, yet comes something new. Where do we start from if we want to make an end of that 'lost 10 years'? 

Firstly, we should rebuild the idea of social transformation movements against the neoliberal globalization. 

We are already finding a few keys from growth of globalized social movements that are expanding solidarity over the world against the neoliberal globalization and war. The movement for the alternative globalization denouncing deceptive 'globalization with a human face' and anti-globalization that represents nationalism or racism is trying hard to achieve human rights in all fronts. The alternative globalization that is oriented to internationalism, feminism and pacifism has created a platform for revolutionary movements to revive since the collapse of the real-socialist system in 1989. 

Social movements in Korea, however, do not have settled their political directions. Our movements' aims and directions are to be reformed through interacting and sharing the issues and problems affecting us. Diversity of movements should infiltrate each other to consolidate each other. We should add another universal values; human rights, environmental justice and feminism without neglecting the orientation of labor emancipation. 

Secondly, we should share the notion of crisis and make a new order 

Progressive social movements are facing significant crisis. Mass organizations are blamed for concerning only to their own interests, and they have provided no visions. It is constantly requiring making innovation. Although there are lots of issues such as Feminization of poverty, discrimination against the socially weak and the minorities, continuing environmental destruction. Progressive movement groups, however, couldn't be their hopes. If the discussions are organized around deciding the leading group, it would be hard to obtain anyone's consent. 

Social movement activists should enlist each other's help, that is, dismantle the machine of neoliberal globalization beyond the capitalism. This can be achieved by talking to each other about our respective directions and ways of practice, then applying those in reality. We are supposed to set universal agendas and to recruit new activists of social movements. These actions would stimulate other movements to become more and more animated. As a result of those efforts, whole social movement would be more active. 

Thirdly, we should find right way to be united eventually to expand solidarity 

What should we do now for shaping anti-globalization movement in line with anti-war action, labor movements coupled with feminism and getting rid of barriers within labor class? What's the strategy to initiate collective action in the middle of heightening tensions in East Asia? And what is to be done if we want to keep Kor-US FTA from reaching conclusion and achieve public interest? These questions should be answered not only by what we talk about but also what we conduct. Thus we all, as an activist, should establish frame works of practice. We cannot be enclosed within the legality the Establishment has made. The only yardstick we have is this; whether it will encourage mass to be active not whether it is legal or not. We need to change passive position to active one and segmental recognition to integrated one, therefore we could have a capacity to get the mass back into movement. So we should get labor movement to restore its own autonomy, solidarity and transformation orientation and enrich social movement, which is meant to construct a new solidarity against neoliberalism across all the divisions; progressive parties, trade unions, social movements, indigenous communities, and other civil society groups. 

You need to ask questions about creating new aims, orders and models of the progressive movements. These are not answered yet. Answers could only be spoken if we speak together. Then there are high hopes that concrete solidarity might be made and we ourselves are also strengthened. There are already attempts of the ruling class to make this year and next a time of re-organization of Korea. We should make our own re-organization to find a new opportunity of progressive social movements and to hand the hopes over to people. 

Quest for another world, Social Movement Forum the space of interaction and solidarity 

"Social Movement Forum" will be a platform where those who want to establish other alternatives and consolidate our solidarity. 

We are going to examine dynamics of world capitalist domination and trace transitions Korea has experienced so that we will find alternatives for social movements at stake. In particular 'Social Movement Forum 2007' will assess consequences of the 1987's June Struggle and principle, history and present status of social movement since so-called IMF era in 1997. 

We want to have joint action and solidarity both widened. Solidarity comes from interaction and sharing problems and it makes us improved. Outcome of struggle against Kor-US FTA, US Base Expansion in Pyongtaek and regressive amendments on labor code would be assessed and used for another struggle. And we'll probably seek together about a joint struggle in particular, for example, how to intervene in presidential election in 2007. We also have opportunities for diverse activists to promote exchange their opinions and make more common items. 

As we've seen in World Social Forum, Social Movements Forum is going to start breaking ground where many distinctive activist groups could discuss and be educated on an equal footing. In organizing the forum, it will be a ground where the audience is encouraged to give their own voice to it. At the same time it is going to be culturally rich. 

We cannot have got everything at a time. But this experience will probably help us send our aims to others, settle principles further and enhance opportunities. We want you to devote yourself into "Social Movement Forum" with your experience and imagination just now. 

<Program>

Date
Time
Event

30 Aug.
13:00~15:00
Registration, Opening Event 


15:00~18:00
[Plenary Session -Part 1]

Thinking Alternatives, Transformation, in the Era of War and Poverty


19:00~22:00
[Plenary Session -Part 2]

How to deepen interaction and solidarity among social movements?

31 Aug.
11:00~14:00
[Workshop]Paving the way of anti-poverty movement in local places.

[Workshop] Do AIDS come to us equally?

[Workshop] Women’s Movement Strategy Meeting 


15:00~18:00
[Conference on Keyword] Look back our future! New Mode of Social movements’ Activity

[Workshop] A House Agent for Homeless People Finding Decent House   




19:00~22:00
[Conference on Keyword]

[Workshop] Anti-War Movement

[Special Event] People’s Tribunal on Poverty

1 Sep
11:00~14:00
[Workshop] Environment moment, Building relationship and Expanding

[Workshop] Stop Structural Adjustment of University

[Workshop] Social Movement and Political Movement (12:30~15:00)

[Special Lecture] Peter Waterman(13:30~15:00)


15:00~18:00
[Conference on Keyword] Associating labor movement with social movement

[Workshop] Workers of Korean Company in Foreign Country and Korean Social Movement

[Workshop] Anti-poverty Movement, What is to be done?


19:00~22:00
[Conference on Keyword] Perspectives and issues of Local Movement

[Workshop] Irregular Worker’s Movement

[Special Event] Women’s Assembly


11:00~14:00
[Workshop] Strategies for organizing workers in informal sector

[Workshop] Migrant worker’s Movement

[Workshop] Student’s Movement Strategy meeting


15:00~18:00
Social Movements Assembly

